
 
 

  

UVIC - School of Public Administration  

FORUM – LINKING EVALUATION 
AND SPENDING REVIEWS 
Prospects and Challenges 

Monday, February 26, 2018 
9:30 am – noon (lunch provided) 
Cadboro Commons Building  
Ground Floor - Arbutus-Queenswood Room  
Pre-registration required (no fee): Contact hkirkham@uvic.ca 

Panelists Dr. Rod Dobell, Centre for Global Studies, UVic 

 Dr. Robert Shepherd, Carleton University 

 Dr. David Zussman, School of Public Administration, UVic 

 Dr. Evert Lindquist, School of Public Administration, UVic 

 Dr. Eric De Vries, Treasury Board Staff, Govt. of Canada 

 Ms. Bayla Kolk, Executive in Residence, UVic 

Contributors to a forthcoming Special Issue of the Canadian Journal 

of Program Evaluation will discuss spending reviews at the national 

or provincial/state level. These have become an important way to 

assess current and future policy and program priorities. There is an 

increasing demand to systematically assess and ration government 

expenditures in a time of chronic scarcity of resources and growing 

demands for government programs. With a backdrop of the 2008 

recession and uncertainty about global political and economic 

prospects, governments implement program evaluation and 

performance measurement to produce information for program 

improvement and accountability-related uses. Panelists will discuss 

whether and in what ways linkages can exist or be developed 

between evaluations and spending reviews. Details attached.  

 



 
 

  

Forum on Linking Evaluation and Spending Reviews:  
Prospects and Challenges 
Monday, February 26, 2018 

Cadboro Commons Building: Queenswood/Arbutus Room 
Time: 9:30 am to 12:00 (light lunch provided at noon) 

No fee, but register in advance: contact Heather Kirkham at hkirkham@uvic.ca  

 
 

Forum Topic 
 
Spending reviews at the national or 
provincial/state level have become an important 
way to assess current and future policy and 
program priorities, internationally. A chronic 
scarcity of resources in the face of growing 
demands for government programs, potentiated 
by the Great Recession in 2008 and by more 
uncertainty about global political and economic 
prospects, has increased the demand for ways of 
systematically assessing and rationing government 
expenditures. In the federal government of 
Canada, and in some provinces, program 
evaluation and performance measurement have 
been institutionalized and are expected to 
produce information for program improvement 
and accountability-related uses.  Given the 
importance of spending reviews, assessing the 
relevance and usefulness of evaluation-related 
information for strategic decision-making is both 
important and timely.  
 
This Forum will bring together contributors to a 
forthcoming Special Issue of the Canadian Journal 
of Program Evaluation that focuses on the linkages 
between spending reviews and evaluation. Our 
panel will bring together Rod Dobell (Centre for 
Global Studies, UVic), Robert Shepherd (School of 
Public Policy and Public Administration, Carleton 
University) and David Zussman (School of Public 
Administration, UVic). All have government and 
academic experience and have contributed papers 
to our Special Issue.  

The format of our session is that our panel 
members will offer their views on whether and in 
what ways linkages exist or might be developed 
between evaluations and spending reviews. This 
will be followed by responses from Evert Lindquist 
and Bayla Kolk (School of Public Administration, 
UVic) and Erik De Vries (Treasury Board Staff, 
Federal Government of Canada).  
 
The panel will be chaired by Irene Huse, a PhD 
student in the School of Public Administration, 
whose dissertation focuses on spending reviews, 
internationally. There will be ample time for 
questions from the audience. The Forum will be 
followed by a light lunch.  
 
Our Panel 

Rod Dobell, BA, MA, (UBC), PhD (MIT) taught 
economic theory at Harvard before returning to 
Canada as Professor of Political Economy at the 
University of Toronto. He has served as Special 
Advisor (Long Range Economic Planning) to the 
Deputy Minister of Finance and as Deputy 
Secretary to the Treasury Board in the 
Government of Canada, Director of the General 
Economics Branch at OECD, Director of Research 
for two Parliamentary Task Forces, and as 
President of the Institute for Research on Public 
Policy, 1984-1991. In 1991, he was named as the 
first appointment to the Francis G. Winspear Chair 
for Research in Public Policy at the University of 
Victoria, where he is now Senior Research 
Associate at the Centre for Global Studies. 
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Robert Shepherd is Associate Professor in the 
School of Public Policy & Administration at 
Carleton University. He is Supervisor of the 
graduate online Diploma in Public Policy & 
Program Evaluation. He is Past Chair of the 
Consortium of Universities for Evaluation 
Education, and the President of the Canadian 
Association of Programs in Public Administration. 
Dr. Shepherd joined the School in 2007, after 
serving in various federal public service and 
consulting company positions since 1987. 
 
David Zussman is an adjunct professor at the 
School of Public Administration at University of 
Victoria and Senior Fellow at the Graduate School 
of Public and International Affairs (GSPIA) at the 
University of Ottawa. In academia, he held the 
Jarislowsky Chair in Public Sector Management at 
the University of Ottawa from 2006-2015, was a 
professor in the School of Public Administration at 
University of Victoria, and served as Dean of the 
Telfer Faculty of Management and Director of the 
GSPIA at the University of Ottawa. Earlier in his 
career, he was President of the Public Policy 
Forum, Assistant Secretary to the federal Cabinet 
for Machinery of Government and Commissioner 
of the Public Service Commission. He has also had 
a regular public policy column in the Ottawa 
Citizen and Canadian Government Executive. 
 
Panel Commentators 

Erik De Vries joined the federal public service in 
2002, and has been Director, Spending Reviews at 
the Treasury Board Secretariat for the 
Government of Canada since 2015. Since arriving 
at TBS in 2007, he has carried out a variety of roles 
in the area of public management policy, and has 
a particular interest in expenditure management 
policy. Erik lives with his wife and three children in 
Ottawa. He holds a PhD in political science from 
Carleton University. 
 
Bayla Kolk is currently Senior Executive in 
Residence in the UVic School of Public 
Administration on Interchange from the federal 
public service where she is an Assistant Deputy 
Minister, most recently at Treasury Board.  She 
has also held senior positions at Human Resources 
and Skills Development Canada, the Privy Council 
Office, Department of Foreign Affairs and 

International Trade, and Transport Canada.  Her 
government experience includes leading economic 
and social policy development, multi-party 
negotiations, program delivery, and serving 
Ministers and Cabinet.  She has participated in 
several government spending reviews in support 
of strategic priority and planning exercises. 
 
Evert Lindquist is Professor of Public 
Administration at the University of Victoria and 
Editor, Canadian Public Administration, the 
flagship journal of the Institute of Public 
Administration of Canada. He served as Director of 
the School of Public Administration (1998-2015), 
the ANZSOG-ANU Chair in Public Management 
Research (2010-11), and was the first Treasury 
Board of Canada Secretariat Visiting Fellow (1992-
94). He has published on topics relating to public 
sector reform, governance and decision-making, 
central agencies, policy capability, think tanks, 
consultation, horizontal management, 
government-non-profit relations, budgeting, 
leadership and competing values, and visualization 
and policy-making. He is co-editor of a December 
2017 special issue in Canadian Public 
Administration on ‘Understanding Governance in 
the Digital Era: An Agenda for Public 
Administration Research in Canada’ arising from a 
SSHRC Partnership Development Grant. 
 
Panel Chair 

Irene Huse is a University of Victoria doctoral 
candidate in the School of Public Administration. 
Her dissertation topic is Spending Reviews for 
Budget Decision Making in a Turbulent Fiscal 
Climate, examining the different approaches to 
spending reviews, with the goal of assessing their 
effectiveness in informing government 
expenditure decisions. The study will compare the 
spending review processes in the Netherlands and 
Canada, both historical and current. She is also 
working with Dr. Jim McDavid on the co-authored 
third edition of Program Evaluation and 
Performance Measurement: An Introduction to 
Practice.  
 
To Register: Seating is limited so please pre-
register for the Forum (there is no charge to 
attend and lunch is provided). 
 Contact Heather Kirkham: hkirkham@uvic.ca.  

mailto:hkirkham@uvic.ca

